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PANDIT SURENDRA MOHAN MISHRA (POSTHUMOUS)

Pandit Surendra Mohan Mishra was a Hindustani Classical singer who promoted the
musical tradition of Banaras Gharana.

2. Born on 11" May, 1941 in the family of Benares Gayan Gharana, the music maestros
preceding with the dignified names like Pandit Prassiddu-Manohar Mishra who was the
descendant of Pandit Dilaram Mishra (maternal uncle of Tansen), Pandit Mishra was
blessed with deep proclivity for music even in his childhood, which resulted in his travels to
Maldah and Kolkata with his uncle Pandit Vishnu Sewak Mishra. He was groomed by his Uncle
Pandit Ramakrisnna Mishra into a mellifluous singer. Pandit Ganesh Das Mishra guided him
to play tabla.He participated in various music concerts and competitions where he procured
both Gold medals and eminence during these sojourns. He had also worked as an assistant to
Smt. Siddheshwan Devi and Shri Sambhu Maharaj at Bharatiya Kala Kendra, Delhi in 1966.
His dedication brought him to Pandit Ramsahay Sangeet Vidyalaya in 1970, Central Hindu
Girls School in 1973 as a music teacher.

3. During his years of service at this seat of learning, Pandit Mishra organised Sita
Swayamvar, Sampoorna Ramayana, Ashta Prahar with his pupils. Krishna Leela, Sapoorna
Bharat Kay Nritya was put up on stage. He played a key role in taking Indian music and dance
beyond the boundaries of the nation as well. Group Song and Dance were skillfully presented
for the spectators of Nepal under his inspiring guidance. In1973, he won Gold Medal in Sangeet
Praveen Examination at Prayag Sangeet Samiti, Allahabad.

4. Pandit Mishra had done significant work in music, composed many classical and
semi classical bandish and carried his deft into popular folk music and composition of Geet,
Ghazals, Bhajan as well. He carried forward the tradition of Banaras Gharana to the voyage
and teaches numerous disciples.He was the chief mentor of a workshop organized by
KshetriyaSanskritik Kendra of the State Government of Uttar Pradesh for aspiring artists in
1998. In the year 2014, Sangeet Natak Academy, Delhi conducted an archive recording of
his prolific singing performance. Under his guidance, his sons had completed research on
the Musical History of Banaras Gharana. One Ph.D was completed in Banaras Hindu
University on his composition & contribution.

S. Pandit Mishra was the recipient of various Awards and Honours in the field of*
Shastriya, Upshastriya& Sugam Sangeet”. He had won the West Bengal Gold Medal Award
in 1951; Sangeet Praveen Gold Medal Award in 1973; Roterian Award in 1996; Sangeet
Ganga Award in 2004; Pritania Award - Navsadhana Kala Kendra in 2013; Ramsa Sangeet
Samman in 2018; Pt. Ravishankar Musicorum Samman in 2018; Kashi Ratna Award in
2019 and Sangeet Natak Academy Award in 2020.

6. Pandit Mishra passed away on 19 November, 2023.
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